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powerful public known a s the power st ructure, the re solve
avaporates and we come to an atrocious bill like this and
reasons are given why it should pass. There are too many tracks
in this state. Wi th the competition from othe stat es, they
cannot survive, Senator Johnson. Horse racing, as it was known,
cannot survive in this state.

PRESIDENT: Ore minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Ak- Sar-Ben is on a life support system, and
I'm wondering how long the Legislature is go ing to sub sidize
Ak-Sar-3en. Tha t is why this bill is here. Senator Nelson, if
it was just Former park, there would be no bill here. There are
senators from other cities who have these little tracks who've
told me they' ve got to go along with some of these Ak-Sar-Ben
bills to get a little something for their tracks. And they know
their tracks we re add ed on ly to get their suppo rt for
Ak-S r-Ben. I wouldn't be surprised if somebody is not set upon
by Ak-Sar-Ben t o bring in a constitutional amendment to allow
the state to affirmatively subsidize Ak-Sar-Ben, not just give
them tax concessions, but take tax money already in the General
Fund ard appropriate it to Ak-Sar-Ben. And with what we' ve done
this session, that is not out of th e qu es tion . We h av e an
oppor t u n i t y now t o do on e t h i n g t h at wi l l sh ow r es po n s i b i l i t y ,
and that is to strike the enacting clause on this bill.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Sen ator Nelson, please, then S enator
H al l .

SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Sp eaker, members of the body, might I
relate to you that during the racing season at Former Park we
have over 500 pe ople employed there, part time and full time.
That means a lot when you' re talking about the economy, and it' s
that extra spare money that sometimes that is the only extra job
t hat a lot of the women have and a lot of the people that ar e
employed there. That is what supplements that income and
carries them through the season. I think also that i n For mer
Park there are over 700 farmers that do raise feed, provide the
straw, raise the horses and so on for these tracks. This is an
industry that is not a small industry. In all of our discussion
in the last three weeks, four weeks, or six weeks in regards to,
I swear I wou ld never mention these two names again, but they
are talking about bringing in maybe 500 or 600 employees, and as
I said, into the state, no t emp loyees t hat are alre ady in
Nebraska, over a 5-y ear period of time. W e' re, on the other
hand, turning right around and maybe letting an industry go down
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